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JULIEKA IVANNA DHU — DEATH IN CUSTODY 
Petition 

MR I.C. BLAYNEY (Geraldton) [12.02 pm]: I have a petition from 14 petitioners regarding the death of 
Ms Dhu at South Hedland — 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of 
Western Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say: 
The tragic death of 22-year-old Yamatji woman Ms Dhu on 4 August 2014, three days after police took 
her to the watchhouse in South Hedland for just $1000 in unpaid fines, has sadly added to the number 
of deaths in police custody that have occurred in Western Australia. 
As part of the Dhu family’s campaign for justice they have called for an independent investigation into 
the circumstances surrounding Ms Dhu’s death and asked the government to immediately adopt 
strategies to improve police custody procedures which could prevent more deaths from occurring. To 
date the Premier has simply called for an expedited coronial inquest into Ms Dhu’s death. The 
Premier’s answer is simply not enough. 
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly to agree to: 

1. Immediately establish an independent and timely public inquiry into Ms Dhu’s death. 
2. Legislate for and fund mandatory 24-hour custody notification service and R U OK 

phone line in accordance with the recommendation in Parliament’s report, in Safe 
Custody. 

3. Fund 24-hour on-call medical coverage and assistance at all lock-ups in metropolitan 
and regional WA. 

4. Adopt alternatives to imprisonment as a penalty for non-payment of fines in 
accordance with the recommendations of the 2014 Gender Bias Report and 
Attorney General’s 2013 Review of the Sentencing Act 1995 (WA). 

5. Adopt justice reinvestment in communities instead of constructing more prisons. 
6. Expand the role of the Inspector of Custodial Services to oversight of all lock-ups in 

WA and fund this work in accordance with the recommendations in Parliament’s 
report, in Safe Custody. 

[See petition 214.] 
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